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FOOD BANK OF SOUTH JERSEY 
The board of the Food Bank of South Jersey wasn’t asked to raise funds in the past, but times have 
changed.  

 
Val Traor 

“ The board is going to be much more engaged in fundraising going forward, and they are very open to it 
and stand ready to do what is necessary,” said Val Traore, chief executive of the Pennsauken-based 
regional food bank.  
 
For the first time, a portion of the annual fundraising budget has been assigned to the board.  
 
“We talk about board members giving time, talent and treasure,” Traore said, “and they really have to give 
all three.”  

 
Robert Brown 

 
Robert Brown, board chairman of the Food Bank of South Jersey, said a new goal is to raise an 

endowment to allow for multi-year budgeting “that is more stable, so we won’t have to worry about the 
roller coaster,” of an annual fund drive.  

 
But an economic downturn can create a kind of silver lining for organizations like the Food Bank of South 
Jersey. Brown said donations to the group were up last year, “because in the tough times we have lived 

through during  this recession, people’s hearts come out and they realize how lucky they are.”   



 
 

 
 


